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obligations with respect to Spanish subjects which
the United States had assumed in the treaty signed
at Paris. After some hesitation the convention
added these provisions to the new constitution of
Cuba. On May 20,1902, the American troops with-
drew, leaving Cuba in better condition than she had
ever been before. Subsequently the United States
\Yas forced to intervene to preserve order, but,
though the temptation was strong to remain, the
American troops again withdrew after they had
done their constructive work. The voluntary en-
trance of Cuba into the Great War in cooperation
with the United States was a tribute to the gen-
erosity and honesty of the American people.

Porto Rico presented a problem different from
that which the United States had to solve in Cuba.
There existed no native organization which could
supply even the basis for the formation of a gov-
ernment. The people seemed, indeed, to have no
desire for independence, and public sentiment in
the United States generally favored the permanent
possession of the island. After a period of rule
entirely at the discretion of the President, Congress
established in 1900 a form of government based on
that of the American territories. Porto Rico re-
mained, however, unincorporated into the Union,